Northwest 



Masonic History 





THE ONLY WAYTO HAVE A FRIEND IS TO BE ONE. 




I v 


1 






Disclaimers and Copyrights 


Any and all opinions expressed here are those of the contributor alone, and are not meant 
to reflect in any way, shape, or form, implied or otherwise, the opinions or beliefs of the 
fraternity of Freemasonry as a whole. I do not speak for the Grand Lodge of Oregon. 

Do you know of someone that would like to receive this? Please, ask them to send me an e- 
mail @ < richard candy(5)msn.com >■ That way I will have their e-mail address without any 
problem. If you do not want to receive this e-letter just hit reply and say, "No thanks". I will 
remove you from my email list at soon as I can. 

I don't agree with everything in this Newsletter. It shows different opinions in different 
areas of the world. Remember, Masonry is World Wide. Masonry is different, but it's the same. 
Read this and think. I am not saying it's better, right or wrong, just different! I would like to 
have some feedback. What are your ideas about these subjects? Do you agree? Do you 
disagree? Please, give me your ideas. I hope you enjoy!! 
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"I never considered a difference of opinion in politics, in religion, in philosophy, as 
cause for withdrawing from a friend ."—Thomas Jefferson (1800) 
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Most of the information I publish is on the internet. I will try to list the 
internet address of each article and I would hope that you would at least go 
there and check them out. We have so much information out there that I 
would like to get to you but I just can't do it all. Please, subscribe to a 
couple of these sites and see what you are missing. Without discussion, we 
will go stagnate. We need new ideas to keep our fraternity alive. 

Let me know what you think. 

dt 


You can read a lot more, about Freemasonry by subscribing to < The Midnight 
Freemason> . I can’t publish everything they put on the web. It would be nice if everyone 
could just subscribe to them. They put out a lot of information each month. You may not 
agree with everything they say, I don’t, but it’s all a fresh, different view of Masonry. 


The Midnight Freemason 
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The 



Midnight 

Freemasons 


A group of Master Masons talk about topics of Masonic interest-each from their own unique perspective. You'll find a wide 
range of subjects including history, trivia, travel, book reviews, great quotes, and hopefully a little humor as well on 
topics of interest for Freemasons and those interested in the subject of Freemasonry. 


Midnight Freemasons- 

A Friday thought... 

By Midnight Freemasons Founder 

Todd E. Creason, 33° 
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I ran across this stunning image a couple of weeks ago somewhere on social media. I couldn't 
have said it any better myself ... in fact, I HAVE said this a few times on here, but not as well. 
Like it or not, when we represent ourselves as Freemasons, we represent the entire 
Fraternity. 

I used to say that Freemasonry's best advertising was its members. In the social media age, I 
think that's working against us at times. Let's remember who we are and what we represent 
when we interact with the world ... and try to remember that when we represent ourselves 
as Freemasons to the world with a ring, a hat, a bumper sticker, or most especially on social 
media—each of us represents ALL, of us. 

Social media has made the world a much smaller place. Always remember for better or 
worse, you're somebody's impression of Freemasonry. Just like the sign says. 


~TEC 


Todd E. Creason, 33° 

Founder the Midnight Freemason 
webmaster@toddereason.org 


www.masonicrestorationfoundation.org 

www.thesquaremagazine.com 
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www.quatuorcoronati.com 



Quatuor Coronati 

Lodge No. 2076 



www.masonichosting.co.uk/Ashlar/ 


TODAY in Masonic History: 















CHAPTER ONE HUNDRED FOURTEEN, 
DANIEL H. SCHULZE, GRAND MASTER 

1972-1973 


Daniel H. Schulze was born in Mason, Texas April 17,1900. He spent his early life on a farm in 
Mason County and attended elementary school there. He earned a Bachelor of arts at Central 
Wesleyan College, Missouri in 1924; Master of Arts at Northwestern University, Evanston, 
lllinopis in 1928: Bachelor of Divinity at Garrett Theological Seminary, Evanston, Illinois in 
1829; and Doctor of Philosophy at the University of Chicago in 1930. 

M.W. Brother Schulze's vocational career was devoted exclusively to education including a 
span of approximately 40 years in various facultyy capacities at Willamette University. Salem, 
Oregon. From 1930 to 1943, he was Head of the Department of Religion and from 1935 to 
1946 was Dean of Men. He headed the Grerman Department from 1943 to 1965 and served 
as University Chaplain in 1968 and 1969, 

On June 12,1924, he married Amelia Preul. They had two sons, Merlin and Del. 
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Daniel H. jSchulze was raised to the Sublime Degree of Master Mason in Salem Lodge No. 4 
on May 26,1941. He served as Worshipful Master in 1948 and became a life member. He also 
became an honorary life member of Washing Lodge No. 4 of Vancouver, Washington. M.W. 
Brother Schulze was very active in the concordant bodies including the DeMolay Legion of 
Honor. 

Other activities included membership in the First United Methodist Church, Salem; work with 
United Good Neighbors; 1936 President of Lions Club in Salem; 1948 President of the Knife 
and Fork Club; and President of the A. A. R. P. Salem Chapter No. 3112 from 1969 to 1971, 

M.W. Brother Schulze's Grand Lodge participation consisted of appointment to the office of 
Grand Chaplain 1968-69; and subsequent election to the offices of Junior Grand Warden, 
1969-70; Senior Grand Warden, 1970-71; Deputy Grand Master, 1971-72; and Grand Master, 
1971-73. 

Brother Mason, Lyndon Baines Johnson, 36 th President of the United States, died on January 
22,1973. On January 23, President Nixon announced that an accord had been reached in the 
Vietnam War - that the cease-fire would begin January 27 and all jprisoners of war would be 
freed in 60 days. With the signing of Vietnam peace pacts in Paris on that dat, America's 
longest war halted. On March 29,1973, the last U.S. troops left Saigon, ending our country's 
military role in Vietnam. 

An Occasional Communication of the Grand Lodge was convened August 2,1972, in Salem for 
the purpose of conducting the Masonic Funeral of M.W. Brother Rex W. Davis, who had 
served as Grand Master 1927-1928. 

The Annual Tri-State cdonference for elective Grand officers of Washington, Idaho and 
Oregon was held in Portland on January 13,1973. The three Grand Masters with their elective 
Grand officers and Immediate Past Grand Masters assembled at the Mallory Hotel for dinner. 

The Grand Lodge of Oregon was pleased to host the Grand Masters of the other three Pacific 
Northwest jurisdictions at Mt. Hood Lodge No. 157 on the evening of March 2,1973. Present 
were No.W. Brothers Bill P. Horn of Washington, Stephen Mahaffey of Idaho and Drederick 
Coffin of British Columbia, each was accompanied by a substantial number of his Grand Lodge 
Officers. The following evening the same aggregation enjoyed the hospitality of the Grand 
Lodge of Washington in a meeting at the new Vancouver, Washington Masonic Temple. 

Portland metropolitan Masons, for the tenth straight year, sponsored the Easter morning 
ham and hotcake breakfast as a means of raising money for the Masonic and Eastern Star 
Home at Forest Grove. This function had become known as the "Annual Grand Master's Ham 
'N Hotcake Breakfast." The event, held this year April 22 in the Sunken Ballroom of the 
Portland Masonic Temple. Was under auspices and supervision of Districts 1 and 33. 
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One Hundred Twenty-third Annual Communication, At Salem. 1973 


Grand Master Daniel H. jSchulze opened the Grand Lodge June 13,1973 in Annual 
Communication jwith representatives present from 170 Chartered Lodges. 

The opening jpreliminaryies and welcoming overtures were followed by the Grand Master's 
Address. Among his expressions of appreciation for the fine support and cooperation of his 
Grand Lodge Officers and District Deputies. M.W. Brother Schulze included a sincwere tribute 
in eulogy to each of the two Brethren who had joined the Celestial Lodge during the year. 

With reference to the merging of some Lodges in the jurisdiction, and the Grand Master's 
message contained the following paragraph: 

"In a few instances conditions within the Lodges have prompted the Brethren to 
consider consolidation with another Lodge. In all but one instance, the consolidation 
was rejected by vote of one or both of the Lodges involved. However, Luckiamute 
Lodge No. 150 and Jennings Lodge No. 9 voted to consolidate and are now functioning 
as Jennings Lodge No. 9, with a new corps of officers installed by your Grand Master 
on February 24, 1973." 

The afternoon session of the first day of the Annual Communication included a very 
meaningful and fitting eulogy in memory of M.W. Brother Rex Ward Davis, Past Grand 
Master. M.W. Brother Howard C. Belton, a Past Grand Master who was a close friend of our 
late M.W. Brother Davis, delivered the tribute. 

We quote the following paragraph from the Grand Secretary's Report: 

"In compiling statistics on the membership of Lodges the totals indicate only a very 
slight change in activity from last year but we hope that this change, through small, is 
an indication of a slowdown of our lodges. Our net loss in membership was 799, which 
is 92 less than a year ago. The total of Master Masons Raised is 424, four more than a 
year ago. Total deaths were 1,005, 7 less than last year and the number dropped for 
N.P.D. is 366, which is 120 less than in the previous year. The numbers are still 
depressing but the slight change is in the right direction and we hope that out Lodges 
can continue this trend. The membership total as of December 31,1972 was 36,149." 

The legislation handled by this Annual Communication was comparatively light. With 
reference to the consolidation of two Lodges, legislation was adopted making minor changes 
in the procedure. Another item adopted prescribed that the Grand Secretary's Monthly 
Report of Petitions received be posted on the bulletin board of each lodge, or other 
conspicuous place, instead of being read aloud and in its entirety in teach lodge. 
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CHAPTER ONE HUNDRED FIFTEEN 
EDWIN ALVA TROYER, GRAND MASTER, 

1973-1974 


Edwin Alva Troyer was born at Milton, Oregon June 7,1927, and attended public schools of 
that locality and graduated from Pendleton High School as Salutatorian of the 1944 class. 

On October 12,1947, he married Bette G. Davidson. They had two sons, jEdwin, Jr. and 
Richard. 

One of his first occupations after completing school was a meat-cutter in retail grocery stores. 
However, within a few short years, in 1949, he became associated with Troyer and Barnard 
automobile dealership in Coos Bay. 
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He was raised to the Sublime Degree of Master Mason in North Bend Lodge No. 140 on 
January 31,1952 and served as Worshipful Master in 1958. In addition to being a life member 
of that Lodge, he was accorded honorary membership in Aurora Lodge No. 59 and Gold Beach 
Lodge No. 199. He also served as a member of the Home Endowment Committee of the 
Eastern Star Grand Chapter in 1961-62. 

During the decade 1961-71 Brother Troyer served on the board of directors of North Bend 
School District No. 13 and was chosen "Education Citizen of the Year" in 1964 and chairman 
of the board in 1965. 

Brother Troyer's Grand Lodge participation afforded exceptional elective offices to be filled 
by him later. He was Junior Grand Deacon 1959-60; District Deputy Grand Master for District 
29 from 1960 to 1964; and Senior Grand Steward 1964-1965. Then, after a short interval, he 
was appointed Senior Grand Deacon 1969-1970. The next year, 1970-71, he was elected 
Junior Grand Warden, and the ensuing offices leading to that of Grand Master for 1973-74. 

Brother Troyer also produced and served as host and emcee of a television show "Outdoor 
Guide" which ran from May 1964 to December 1972, setting a record as Oregon's longest 
running scheduled TV feature. He was bestowed with an award in recognition of his efforts in 
sponsoring outdoor conservation and good sportsmanship. In July 1974, he was accorded 
membership in the Royal Rosarians of the Portland Rose Festival Association. 

President Nixon nominated House majority leader Gerald Ford as Vice-President. Brother 
Gerald R. Ford was initiated in Malta Lodge No. 465, Grand Rapids, Michigan, September 30, 
1949. Columbia Lodge No. 3, District of Columbia, had conferred the Degrees of Fellowcraft 
and Master Mason as a courtesy to Malta Lodge. He was raised May 18,1951. 

The elevation of Edwin A. Troyer to the office of Grand Master by delegates to the 123 rd 
Annual Communication of Grand Lodge placed him as the youngest man in 30 years elected 
to that honored station. In contrast, Daniel H. Schulze, retiring Grand Master claimed the 
distinction of having been the oldest man to be elected to the Grand East in 123 years. 

From the start of M.W. Brother Troyer's year, each of his monthly messages contained 
particularly meaningful food for thought and reflection. An excerpt from his first message 
stated: 


"The plan of Masonry and its teachings are designed to improve each of us as 
individuals. It is not designed or intended as group instruction. The effectiveness, 
therefore, depends on each of us... 

"A fundamental law of science says that the whole is equal to the sum of its parts. So 
it is with Masonry. The whole Fraternity is as strong as each individual Mason..." 

A portion of Grand Master Troyer's ensuing message included the following paragraph. 
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"Where else my Brethren, but in a Lodge of Master Masons can men from every walk 
of life, from all professions and occupations, those with meager educations or 
advanced college degrees, the young in years and the advanced in age, meet together 
with a common bond of friendship, a mutual interest and a feeling of equality?" 

A gratifying sidelight at the start of the Grand Lodge year 1973-1974 was a prize-winning float 
entered in the 1973 Portland Grand Floral Parade through the efforts of the Order of 
DeMolay with the assistance of financial aid from Masonic Lodges and Eastern Star Chapters. 
The float won first place among all entries under the classifications of schools and community 
clubs, and religious and fraternal organizations. A subsequent ceremony related to the 1973 
Portland Rose Festival saw Grand Master Edwin Troyer knighted by Rose Festival Queen Anne 
DuFresne on Friday, July 20, as part of the Northwest Grotto Association convention held in 
Portland. 

The opening ceremonies of the Masonic Museum at Forest Grove took place at 2:30 p.m. 
March 9. 

R.W. Brother Oscar William Payne, Grand Chaplain, passed to the Celestial Lodge on March 
10,1974. W. Brother Reuben Coquillette, Grand Lecturer died April 9,1974. M.W. Brother 
Alfred B. Holmes had appointed him Grand Lecturer and the succeeding six Grand Masters 
saw fit to appoint him to the same position. 


One Hundred Twenty-Fourth Annual Communication, At Portland, 1974 


Grand Master Edwin A. Troyer opened the Grand Lodge June 12,1974 in Annual 
Communication. An interesting innovation was the enlistment of a Past Grand Master to call 
the delegates to order at this and each succeeding session. All those so participating were 
selected for having served in some capacity with the Grand Master during his progress to the 
Grand East. The Brethren so honored were M.W. Brothers Paul W. Sorensen, David W. 
Pearson, Julius M. Swanson, Howard C. Belton, Wilbur A. Wellborn and Lyman C. Palmer. 

Representatives were present from 180 Chartered Lodges. 

A most impressive and well-executed function during the opening was the presentation of 
the colors. Members of Portland Chapter, National Sojourners, in dress uniforms, posted the 
colors both the United States Ensign and the State Flag of Oregon. This maneuver was 
accomplished under the command of Colonel John F. Erwin, District Deputy Grand Master No. 
26, who was also a Past Master of Ashlar Lodge and a member of Research. Participating with 
him were Col. Leland S. Lewis, Mt. Tabor; Lot. Col. Adelbert G. Closterman, Willamette; 
Second Lieutenant Theodore Rolle, the Senior Steward of Midday; and C.W.O. Roy Burright, 
the Worshipful Master of Darlington. 
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In advocating sponsorship of the junior orders, the Grand Master's message contained the 
following paragraphs: 

"Each of us should make every effort to encourage the participation of youth in those 
activities that will best equip them in accept their roles as responsible adults. It was 
my pleasure to attend and address the delegates at the State Conclave of DeMolay, 
which was the largest, ever held in Oregon. Edward B. Beaty Chapter of DeMolay in 
Coos Bay received a class of candidates named the Edwin A. Troyer Class in honor of 
your Grand Master. A conflict of schedules prevented my attendance at the Grand 
Rainbow Assembly and our Junior Grand Warden, R.W. Brother Frank Coumont, 
represented me there." 

"While we may perhaps be most concerned with Masonic related youth organizations, 
there are others that are also worthy of our support. While your Grand Master has 
never been involved in Boy Scouting, I have always felt that scouting played a valuable 
role in the development of young men. The elite of this group are those who attain 
the rank of Eagle Scount. With the help and cooperation of Scout leaders I secured the 
names of those young men who attained this rank during the year and a personal 
letter of congratulations on their achievement was sent to each one." 

"Several months ago your Grand Master was asked for permission for Lodges to 
sponsor youth baseball teams. I felt this to be an excellent project and gave 
permission for this sponsorship. Permission was also given for the players' uniforms to 
display the name and number of the sponsoring Lodge as long as no Masonic emblems 
were used. The result has been that several of the Lodges in Portland have not only 
sponsored a team but an entire Masonic League of seven teams in the Colt Division of 
the Portland City Parks Baseball Program. This sponsorship entails a cost of $200.00 
for each team, making a total of $1,400.00 in expenses for the league. This is certainly 
the first time a program of this kind has ever existed in Oregon, and I feel it deserves 
the commendation of us all." 

The Grand Secretary's report indicated a net loss of 846 members. The Grand Secretary's 
report also stated, "As of December 31,1973 this jurisdiction had under charter 188 Lodges 
with a total membership of 35,303. 

A proposed alteration of the Grand Lodge by-laws to permit Entered Apprentices and 
Fellowcrafts to receive the last rites, or Masonic funeral services received a favorable vote. 
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CHAPTER ONE HUNDRED SIXTEEN 
ROSS F. GILKISON, GRAND MASTER, 

1974-1975 


Ross F. Gilkison was born May 8,1909 in Baker, Oregon the son of Frank K. Gilkison and 
Elizabeth Gilkison. He attended elementary and high school in public schools in and near 
North Powder, Oregon. 

On June 22,1932, he married Miss Matfuerite C. Wirth and they were parents of one son 
Bernard L. and one daughter Pamela. In 1948, he became a resident of Medford, Oregon until 
retiring early in 1974. 

As a member of the First Presbyterian Church of Medford, he served two terms on its Board 
of Deacons. 

For seven years, he was a member of Local Board No. 16 of the Selective Service System. He 
presided as chairman for three-and-one-half years. 
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Ross F. Gilkison was raised to the Sublime Master Mson in Medford Lodge No. 103, A.F.&A.M. 
on January 23,1953, and served as Worshipful Master of that Lodge during 1959. The list of 
his memberships, affiliations and offices held in numberour concordant bodies is extensive. 

Brother Gilkison was appointed District Deputy of the Grand Master for District No. 11 in June 
1968 and served in that capacity until appointed Senior Grand Deacon in June 1970. He was 
elected Junior Grand Warden in June 1971 and to each succeeding office until installed as 
Grand Master of Masons in Oregon on June 14,1974. 

For the second consecutive year, a gratifying sidelight at the opening of the 1974-1975 Grand 
Lodge year in Oregon jurisdiction was a noteworthy DeMolay achievement. A 37-foot long 
float, covered with about 60,000 roses collected in the community, was built and entered in 
the Portland Rose Festival Floral parade by Portland area DeMolay. 

Comprising at least 2,000 hours of DeMolay work, it took first prize in the categories or Civic, 
Fraternal and Religious Organizations. 

R.W. Brother Virgil A. Robers, Deputy Grand Mster died on August 13. M.W. Brother Ross 
Filkison appointed M.W. Brother Wilbur A. Wellborn, Past Grand Master, to act as Deputy 
Grand Msater for the balance of the Masonic year. 

The first Occasional Communication of Grand Lodge was opened by Grand Master Gilkison on 
Friday evening, August 9,1974, at the home of W. Brother John C. Wilkinson for the purpose 
of installing him as Grand Historian. W. Brother Wilkinson's health had failed to the point 
where he had been unable to attend the Annual Grand Lodge Communication during which 
installation of officers for the ensuing year had been accomplished. 

Upon recommendation of the Conference of Grand Msaters in North America, M.W. Brother 
Gilkison jappointed a Grand Lodge Bicentennial Committee of Oregon to work with and 
assist, when requested, in the planning of programss and activities dring the Bicentennial 
lyear of 1976 by the Masonic bodies of the Grand Jurisdiction of Oregon. This was under the 
chairmanship of Brother Earl R. Norgard. 

The Oregon jurisdiction was again grieved by the Septembwer 16,1974 death of M.W. 

Brother Lloyd Kenneth McRae in Pendleton, Oregon. 

An interesting article appearing jin THE OREGON FREEMASON magaazine of January, 1975, 
was headed KNIGHTS, MASONS MEET IN THE DALLES, and read as follows: 

"The second meeting in as many months, showing the good will that exists 
between Freemasons and members of the Knights of Columbus, was held Monday, 
December 16 in The Dalles. 

"The first meeting between the two orders was in October in the hall of Wasco 
Lodge No. 15 in the Masonic Temple. The invitation to that meeting was issued by 
1974 W.M. Franke Leno, one month before publication of a news article indicating the 
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relaxation of the church prohibition against membership in a Masonic Lodges by 
Catholic laymen." 

That this good will between the members of the two fraternal groups is nothing new was 
pointed out by Johnnie Doubleday, who has been active in affairs of the state K of C, and is a 
past Grand Knight of the council in The Dalles. 

The annual meeting of the George Washington National Memorial Association in Washington, 
D.C. was part of the February 1975 Grand Masters Conference attended by M.W. Brother 
Gilkison. One of the highlights of this function was the February 19 appearance of our 
Masonic Brother, President Gerald R. Ford, when a Bronze Galvano plaque honoring him as 
the 14 th Masonic President of the United States was unveiled. 

The waning days of the Grand Lodge year 1974-1975 encompassed two most grievous 
occurrences: first, sorrow over the May 9 death of Past Grand Master Paul Sorensen was 
enhanced both by his comaratively youthful age of 54 years, and also the seemingly short 
interval since his term of service as Grand Master of Masons in Oregon (1969-1970); second, 
the May 22,1975, loss of W. Brother John C. Wilkinson. In preparation for the observance of 
the 100 th anniversary of Grand Lodge Masonry in Oregon, W. Brother Wilkinson accepted an 
assignment to put together a topical history of the first century of Masonry in the State. Prior 
to that time, there had been no provision for the official recording of a continujous Masonic 
history in this jurisdiction. The 102 nd Grand Lodge session in 1952 had been designated the 
centennial communication. During that assemblage, the constitution was amended to 
provide for a Grand Historian, and W. Grand Masters, he worked with Zeal and devotion in 
researching, organizing and recording 117 years of Masonry in Oregon. An appropriate eulogy 
of the life and accomplishments of W. Brother John Wilkinson was rendered by M.W. Brother 
Alfred B. Holmes, P.G.M., during the 125 th Annual Communication the month following W. 
Brother Wilkinson's death. 


One Hundred Twenty-Fifth Annual Communication, At Portland , 1975 


Grand Master Ross F. Gilkison oprned the Grand Lodge June 11,1975 with representatives 
present from 172 Chartered Lodges. 

His policy in administering the Oregon Jurisdiction was embodied in the following paragraph 
of his message: 

"The policy of not scheduling any District Meetings adopted by M.W. Brother Troyer 
last year was again followed this year. This was to leave the choice up to the Lodges or 
Districts to plan and arrange a meeting on their own to which the Grand Master was 
invited to attend. Ten such meetings were held with thirteen Districts participating. 
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Approximately half of the meetings were tyled, the others being open meetings, with 
attendance ranging from fifty, to two hundred present. Excellent attendance was also 

Noted at all individual Lodge meetings and special meetings of the appendant bodies 
to which the Grand Master was invited." 


Brother W. Park Stalnaker, Chairman of the Finance Committee, reported that even in the 
current period of inflation, recession and uncertainty, the Grand Lodge investments remained 
in excellent condition, with a healthy increase in deposits during the pasty year. 

Brother Stalnaker concluded his jreport by requesting to be rtired. Since 1938, he had 
generously contributed his competent financial judgement to the Grand Lodge in the 
supervision and management of his investments, and all present stood in tribute as he left 
the platform. 

The following paragraphs quoted verbatim from the Grand Seccretary's report provided a 
thumbnail sketch of the year's membership: 

"Our reports as of December 31,1974 show three Lodges consolidating with 
neighboring Lodges. Each of these retained the name and number of the older Lodge; Joppa 
Lodge No. 151 consolidated with Lafayette No. 3, West Gate No. 186 consolidated with 
Sunnyside No. 163 and Meridian No. 217 consolidated with Beaverton No. 100. More 
recently, Blue Mountain Lodge No. 176 has consolidated with Baker No. 47. This brings the 
total number of Lodges to 184 as of this date. Membership losses have continued at 
approximately the same rate as for the past few years making a net loss of 804 members for 
the year 1974 as compared to a net loss of 846 for 1973, 

"Thirty Lodges showed a gain of one or more members last year. Unfortunately, these 
were mostly smaller Lodges and the larger Lodges, with a more advanced average age and a 
high death rate, more than offset any gains. Five Lodges reported from 29 to 33 deaths each. 

"Our Lodges conferred a total of 455 Entered Apprentice Degrees, 386 Fellow Craft 
Degrees and 410 Master Mason Degrees." 


Past Grand Master Martin S. Sichel, for 15 years coordinator of the Masonic Blood Bank 
Program, reported a very successful year in which 170 patients in Oregon, Califonria, Nevada 
and Ohio had received 1,036 pints. In addition, 19 pints were used in the Shriners' Hospital 
for Crippled Children in Portland, and nine pints were sent to the Shriners' Burn Institute in 
Cincinnati. He reported that the Masonic Blood Bank had ended the year with a credit of 451 
pints, which was made available or donated to the general public. 
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Figure IWhat a combination. 
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www.masonichosting.co.Mk/Ashlar/ 

www.circlepMblications.com 

http://themasoicroundtable.com/ 

Be sure to check this web site. They have a lot of interesting information. 

<TODAY in Masonic History> 



Old Baal's Bridge c. 1830 

Baal's Bridge square is an artifact that was found in the foundation of Baal's bridge which spans 
the Shannon River in Limerick, Ireland. 

Like the Regius Poem, the Baal's Bridge Square is something of an anomaly when it comes to 
the istory of Freemasonry. The Square was found in 1830 when Baal Bridge which spanned the 
Shannon River was being removed to make way for the new Baal Bridge. It was dug out of the 
eastern corner of the foundation of the northern land pier of the bridge. It is presumed that the 
square was placed in the foundation by an operative mason. 

The interesting question that the Baal's Bridge Square raised is whether the operative masons 
of the time were using esoteric teachings in their ritual. Taking the square literally at face value, 
it's inscription reads "I will strive to live with love & care upon the level and by the square", it 
does imply that operative masons may have been using esoteric lessons in their work. It could 
also imply that the square was the beginning of speculative masonry with it's more estoteric 
and symbolic view of masonic tools. 

Along with the above mention inscription on the square, there is also a year of 1507. Because of 
the corroded state of the square the year 1507 has been changed over the years. This is further 
confused by the fact that no one knows when the original Baal's Bridge was built. At one point 
in time, the date was believed to be 1317, interestingly that would put the square in the same 
century of when the Regius Poem is believed to have been written (the Regius Poem is believed 
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to have been written down in 1390). Later the date on the square became 1517 and eventually 
the 1507 which a rubbing of the square seems to definitively indicate. To further backup the 
idea that the square is more than 500 years old, there are written accounts in town records of 
Baal's Bridge being in place in 1558. 

The Baal's Bridge Square is currently being preserved by Antient Union Lodge No. 13 in 
Limerick, Ireland. Antient Union Lodge No. 13 is a "time immemorial" lodge meaning that it was 
in existence prior to the existence of a Grand Lodge 

TODAY in Masonic History 

Presentation of the Pillars by Robert Burns 



Robert Burns, Masonic Poet Laureate 

_ Note: In the poem 'aye' means 'always' and 'hae' means 'have' 

Long may this Lodge in prosperity shine 
And its members still vie with each other 
In spreading the light of our order divine 
And relieving the wants of a brother. 
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May envy and malice ne'er enter that door 
That is aye closely tyled to the cowan 
But peace, love and harmony aye be in store 
More abundant the older you're growing. 

May our Master who presides like the Masters of old 
In wisdom excel and astonish 
May he never be heard erring brothers to scold 
But with brotherly love aye admonish. 

May our Warden in the West, like the sun's setting rays 
Illumine the golden horizon 

May his strength never fail with the burden of days 
But increase every moment that flies on. 

And to our Warden in the South, like the beauty of day 
May he gladden the worn, tired and weary 
Inspire with his smiles as they rest by the way 
The toilers, and make them feel cheery. 

And to you whom our Master is honoured to rule and instruct 
Be ye always sober and steady 
Expert in the use of each working tool 
And aye hae them handy and ready 

Thus will the Temple we seek to upraise 
Be completed when all do their duty 
And our voices unite in a chorus of praise 
To Wisdom, To Strength and to Beauty 
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From Flagstaff Lodge No. 7 F&AM March 2019 Trestle Board 

From the East 

By Reed Houge, Worshipful Master, Flagstaff Lodge No. 7 


As we recently performed an Entered Aprentice Degree, I thought it would be appropriate to 
reference two articles explaining its meaning. 

The first, The Deeper Meaning of the Entered Apprentice Degree, An Esoteric Interpretation of 
the First Degree by Rob Lund PM, is a very in-depth article addressing all aspects of the degre 
and even though I found it on the Web for the public to view I felt it had too many references 
to the secrets of our fraternity to be placed in the Trestleboard. If anyone is interested in 
reading it, please contact me and I'll send it to you. 

The second was published in Grand Lodge of Scotland Year Book in 1965 titled The Symbols of 
the Entered Apprentice Degree found at http://www.themasonictrowel.com : 


The Symbols of the Entered Apprentice Degree 


Each of the symbols, emblems and allegorical ceremonies of the First Degree has a meaning. 
Taken together these meanings comprise the teaching of the Degree. Time is too brief to give 
complete explanations or even to mention all of them, but we believe it will be profitable to 
you to have a few hints and suggestions, especially as they will show that every detail of the 
ritual is filled with a definite significance which each Mason can learn if he applies himself. 

The hoodwink represents the darkness in which an uninitated man stands as regards the 
Masonic life. For this reason, it is removed at the moment of enlightnment. Its removal 
suggests that we do not make the great things of existence, such as goodness, truth and 
beauty, but find them. They are always there. It is our blindness that conceals them from us. 

The cable tow is a symbol of all those eternal restraints by which a man is controlled by others, 
or by forces outside himself. If a man does not keep the law of his own free will, he must be 
forced to keep it by compulsion. The removal of the cable tow means that when a man 
becomes the master of himself, he will keep the law instinctively, out of his own character, and 
not under compulsion. 

The Lodge is a symbol of the world, more property of the world of Masonry. Initiation means 
birth, or new birth, an entrance into that world. This symbol means that in its scope the extent 
Freemasonry is as wide as human nature and as broad as mankind, and that as a spirit and ideal 
it permeates the whole life of every true Mason, outside the Lodge as well as inside. 
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The ceremony of entrance, by which is meant all that happens at the inner door, signifies birth 
or initation and symbolizes the fact that a candiate is entering the world of Masonry, there to 
live a new kind of life. 

The sharp instrument means, among other things, that there is but one real penalty for 
violation of the obligations — the penalty, that is, of the destructive consequences to a man's 
character of being faithless to his vows, untrue to his work, disloyal to his obedience. 

The ceremony of circumanbulation is the name for the cermony of walking around the Lodge 
room, an allegorical act rich with many meanings. One of the principals of these is that the 
Massonic life is a progressive journey, from station to station, to attainment and that a Mason 
will always be in search of more light. 

An equally significant ceremony is that of approaching the East. The East is the source of light 
that station in the heavens in which the sun appears when about to chase the darkness way. 
Masons are sons of light, and therefore face the East. 

The altar is the most important article of furniture in a Lodge room, and at the same time a 
symbol of that place which the worship of God holds in Masonry — a place at the center, 
around which all else revolves. 

The obligations have in them many literal meanings and as such are the foundations of our 
disciplinary law, but over and above this they signify the nature and place of obligation in 
human life. An obligation is a tie, a contract, a pledge, a promise, a vow, a duty that is owed. In 
addition to the obligations we voluntarily asume, there are many in which we stand naturally — 
obligations to God, to our families, to employers and employees, to friends and neighbors. A 
righteous man is one who can be depended upon to fulfill his obligations the the best of his 
ability. 

The Great Lights are the Volume of the Sacred Law, the Square and the Compasses. As a Great 
Light the Volume of the Sacred Law represents the will of God, as man understands it. The 
Square is the physical life of man under its human conditions. The Compasses signify the moral 
and spiritual life. If a man acts in obedience to the will of God, according to the dictates of his 
conscience, he will be living in the illumination of the Great Lights and cannot go astray. 

The Lesser Lights are the sun, the moon and the Master of the Lodge. The sun is a symbol of the 
masculine, the active, the aggressive; the moon, of the feminine, the receptive, the non¬ 
resisting. When these two types of human action are maintained in balance, mastership is the 
result. 

The words, grips and tokens are our means of recognition by which, among strangers, we are 
able to prove others or ourselves to be regular Master Masons in order to enter into fraternal 
fellowship. 

The ceremony of salutation, in which the candidate salutes each station in turn, is, in addition 
to its function as a portion of the ceremonies, also a symbol of a Mason's respect for and 
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obedience to all just and lawfully constituted authorities. The Charges states this in a single 
sentence: "A Mason is a peaceable subject to the civil powers, wherever he resides or works." 

The same significance is found in the office of Worshipful Master, who is a symbol as well as the 
executive officeer of the Lodge. As the sun rules the day, hghe rules and governs his Lodge; his 
title, "Worshipful", means that as the govenor he is worthy of reverence, respect and 
obedience; and he stands for just and lawfully constituted authority everywhere. 

The apron is at once the emblem of purity and the badge of a Mason. By purity is meant 
blamelessness, a loyal obedience to the laws of the Craft and sincere goodwill to the brethren. 
The badge of a Mason signifies that Masons are workers and builders, not drones and idlers. 

In the candidate discovers that he has nothing of a metallic character of his person. This 
symbolism reverts to ancient times when men believed that the planets determined human 
fate and controlled human passions. Men thought that there was a meal by which each planet 
was itself controlled. In ancient times candidates were compelled to leave all metals behind, 
lest they bring jinto the assembly disturbing planetary influences. While with us this symbolism 
no longer has its astrological character, the old jpoint about keeping out distrubing influences 
remains. The candidate is not to bring into the Lodge room his passions of prejudices lest that 
harmony, which it is one of the chief concerns of Masonry to sustain, shall be destroyed. 

The northeast corner is traditionally the place where the cornerstone of a building is laid; when 
the Apprentice is made to stand there, it is because he is the cornerstone of the future Craft. 
What the Apprentices are today. Masonry will become in the future. 

The working tools represent those moral and spiritual virtues, habits and forces by means of 
which a man is enabled to reshape the crude and often stubborn materials of his own nature in 
order to adjust him self to the needs and requirements of human sociey. If a man has lived 
painlessly, carelessly, without aim or ideal, he must, if he is to become a Mason, learn to 
systematize his life, must adopt a rule of life as signified by the twenty-four-inch gauge. If he 
has traits of temper, habits of speech, or defects of character that disturb or injure others, and 
interfere with his taking his proper place in the Brotherhood, as "knots and excrescence's" on a 
stone interfere with its being put into its allotted place in the building so he must rid himself of 
them. This is represented by the mallet. 

The Entered Apprentice is himself a symbol, jone of the noblest in the whole empblematic 
system of the Craft. He represents youth, typified by the rising sun. jBut beyond that he 
represents trained youth, youth willing to submit itself to discipline and to seek knowledge in 
order to learn the great art of life, which is the real royal art, and which itself is represented, 
embodied in, and interpreted by all the mysteries of Masonry. 

It is by such voices and arts as these that the First Degree gave its teaching to the EAF as a man 
and a beginning Mason. It is sincerely hoped that these hints, these suggestions as to the 
meaning of the symbols and emblems, will lead all Masons to seek furtherfor more light upon 
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them. Not alone in order that they may become well-trained Masons, but also for their value to 
them, as they lead their lives outside the Lodge room. 

In closing, I will leave with a quote by Walter L. Wilmshurst: 

"He who enters the Lodge in quest of Light should leave all his previous learning behind him 
with his garments and loose the shoes of personal opinion from off his feet. He should think of 
himself as a child, and as being raken into a world of new sights and sounds, and where new 
ideas and even a different logic obtained from those with which he has previously been 
familiar, and where he must begin to recast his ideas and his life. If it will not, he will but 
continue to darken his own light, and the Craft can teach him nothing of value, what ever titular 
rank he may attain in it." 
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NEVER 

look down 
on someone 
unless you're 

Helping 

them 

up 




